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Join Us 
Indoor/In-Person … 

Sunday, June 20th • 10:15 a.m. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

The service will also be available via Zoom for those desiring to participate from home 

@ https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81579562845 

or by dialing 1-312-626-6799 and enter the Meeting ID: 815 7956 2845 #. 
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• Please keep Russ & Janice Peterson in prayer. Janice will have cancer surgery on Thursday, where 

½ of one lung will be removed. Russ & Janice are dear friends of Jack & Cindy. 

• Prayers to the family of Steve Devich who passed away. Steve is another friend of Jack & Cindy. 

• Gail Stalpes’ dear friend, Marion Rova, suffered a heart attack while traveling to Arizona to 

welcome their great-granddaughter. 

• Continued prayers for 5-year-old, Cora Stabler, who is recovering at home from a serious head 

injury. She continues to receive daily outpatient therapy. 

• Marcia Boatwright, a dear friend of Andrea Erickson, has been diagnosed with terminal pancreatic 

cancer and is nearing the end of her earthly life. 

• Marge Williams recuperating at home.  

• Marilynn Krekelberg settling into her new apartment. 

• Gail Stalpes is recovering at home and having issues with mobility, stability, and energy.  
 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Flowers from Your Garden for the Communion Table 
Fresh cut flowers from your gardens are always welcomed and appreciated to brighten the 

communion table on Sunday mornings! 

 

Book Group - The Guardians by John Grisham 
We will meet in person at Chapel Hills on Monday, June 21st at 1:30 p.m. All are welcome to join the 

conversation. Coffee and dessert will be served. 

 

Looking Ahead 

June 20 In-Person Worship Service @ 10:15 a.m.* 

June 21 Book Group (In-Person 1:30 p.m.) 

June 23 Pastoral Relations Meeting (In-Person 4:00 p.m.) 

June 27 In-Person Worship Service @ 10:15 a.m.* 

July 3 Edina 4th of July Parade 

July 4 In-Person Worship Service & Communion @ 10:15 a.m.* 

July 11 In-Person Worship Service @ 10:15 a.m.*  
 

*Also Available via Zoom @ https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81579562845 or by dialing 1-312-626-6799 

and enter the Meeting ID: 815 7956 2845 # 

In Prayer 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81579562845


Weekly Devotion from Pastor Kristen 

Give thanks to the Lord who is good, whose mercy endures forever. ―Psalm 107:1 

Forever. In the words of our Minneapolis Rockstar: Dearly beloved, we are gathered here today  

to get through this thing called life. Electric word; life. It means forever and that's a mighty long time. 

But I'm here to tell you, there's something else: the after-world; a world of never-ending happiness. 

You can always see the sun, day or night. ―Prince 1984 

 

God’s mercy endures forever.  Forever is a mighty long time—past our conception of time. This merciful 

endurance of God will outlast all that is. God’s mercy will continue past all that we see and everyone that we 

know. God’s mercy will exist long after all the people that live in and rule this world are gone. God’s mercy will 

continue past whatever climate changes occur. God’s mercy will continue past the rise and fall of dictators or 

democracy. God’s mercy will endure the worst of times and the best of times. God’s mercy will go on past all 

the weapons that humans create to harm one another. God’s mercy will go on past all of our wisdom and 

technology and advancements. God’s mercy will go on past space and time and all that we attempt to 

comprehend. God’s mercy will go on for a mighty long time. 

The rest of us aren’t like that. We run out of patience. Some of us run out of patience faster than others. Some 

of us can hardly make it through a short change or disturbance, or stoplight. The effects of waiting in 

quarantine for less than 2 years pushed many people right over the edge of sanity. This idea of transition, 

waiting and slow change—changing presidents or jobs or houses or pastors, for many of us seems to be more 

than we can endure. And then the mercy that we want to offer the other humans runs short. We become 

irritable and sometimes rude. We become restless and discontent. We might grumble and fumble around in 

our waiting with very little mercy left. Our mercy—our grace in the midst of turmoil is significantly shorter 

than the enduring grace and goodness of God.   

The good news for us is that God stays good even when are not so good at being patient. God stays good 

when we lose our cool and get restless and short tempered and squirrely. God stays merciful for even those 

who become so afraid that they hurt others. God remains good even when the actions of God’s people are 

bad. God continues to forgive us over and over and over for a mighty long time. 

It would represent God well for us to try to be some of that even when we don’t feel like we have the patience 

to stay calm and kind and merciful. God calls us to try. And the Apostle Paul echoes this spirit of remaining 

faithful even when the world seems to be falling apart at the seams. Perhaps these ancient words of scripture 

that Paul wrote so long ago to the people of Corinth are really written for us now, for such a time as this: 

PRAYER: God, help me to be and to “see, [that] now is the acceptable time; see, now is the day of salvation! 

[And put no obstacle] in anyone's way, so that no fault may be found with our ministry, but as servants of God 

we have commended ourselves in every way: through great endurance, in afflictions, hardships, calamities, 

beatings, imprisonments, riots, labors, sleepless nights, hunger; by purity, knowledge, patience, kindness, 

holiness of spirit, genuine love, truthful speech, and the power of God; with the weapons of righteousness for 

the right hand and for the left; in honor and dishonor, in ill repute and good repute. We are treated as 

impostors, and yet are true; as unknown, and yet are well known; as dying, and see--we are alive; as punished, 

and yet not killed; as sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as having nothing, and yet 

possessing everything.” AMEN. (2 Corinthians 6) 
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“Pushing the Boat Out” 
Fourth Sunday after Pentecost 

Father’s Day 

What names for God did you learn as a child? Many Christians were raised to call God by the name Father. 

Today, on this Father’s Day, give some thought to that name for God. Is it nurturing for you? Or is it 

difficult for you to picture a loving Father God? 

If calling God “Father” is hard for you, don’t worry. The Bible contains many names and images for God, 

and the United Church of Christ encourages expansive language in naming and praising the Holy. Turning 

to scripture as a way to expand our images of God is a gift to everyone. Those who call God by the name 

“Father” are welcomed and encouraged to continue doing so. And those who call God by other names are 

welcomed and encouraged, too. Worshipping side by side using many names instead of one enriches 

worship for all of us. 

If you regularly use the same name for God in your prayer or worship life, how can you expand and enrich 

your relationship with God? How might using some new names for God make something new happen for 

you, too? If you are looking for ideas, consider instead some of these, from the UCC brochure “Expansive 

Language with Reference to God, Inclusive Language with Reference to God’s People.” 

Wind Acts 2:2, Jn 3:8  

Rock Is 17:10, Deut. 32.18  

Water Jer 17:13  

Light Jn 8:12, Isa 60:2-3  

Bread Jn 6:33-35  

Vine Jn 15:1  

Word Jn 1:1  

Wisdom Lk 11:49, I Cor 1:24  

I Am Ex 3:14  

Potter Jer 18: 1-11, Job 10:8-9 

Midwife Ps 22:9-10  

Mother Num 11:12-13, Deut 32:18, Job 38:28-29, Ps 131:2, Isa 42:14, 

Isa 46:3-4, Isa 49:15, Isa 66:9, Hos 11:3-4, Jn 16:21, Rom 8:22, I Pet 2:2-3  

Mother bear Hos 13:8  

Shepherd Jn 10:11,14; Ps 23  

Woman Lk 15:8–10, Ps 123:2  

Baker Mt 13:33, Lk 13:20-21  

Eagle Deut 32:11-12, Ex 19:4  

Hen Mt 23:37, Ruth 2:12, Ps 57:1, Ps 61:4, Lk 13:34, Ps 17:8  

Fire Deut 4:24, Acts 2:3  


