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In-Person Worship Service 
Sunday, September 26th • 10:15 a.m. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

The service will also be available via Zoom  

for those desiring to participate from home 
 

@ https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83219966198  
 

or by dialing 1-312-626-6799  

and enter the Meeting ID: 832 1996 6198 #. 
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Masks Recommended @  

Chapel Hills While Indoors 

http://www.chapelhillsucc.org/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Chapel-Hills-United-Church-of-Christ/236277059752010
https://app.easytithe.com/app/giving/chapelhillsuccedina
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83219966198


 

• Val Orosz has entered in-home hospice care after a year-long battle with cancer. Keep Val, 

her husband Alex, and sons Andrew and Sam in prayer. 

• Annette Ronan has suffered a couple falls resulting in broken ribs and a head injury. She is 

recuperating at home. 

• Waid Whatley’s mom, Donna Whatley, is healing from a fall as she settles into her new 

assisted living surroundings. The transition was made for a safer environment.  

• Julia Ford, who has some health issues. 

• Keep Gail Stalpes in prayer as she adjusts to a Medtronic device to help her with back pain. 

• An update from Jack & Cindy… 

- Marilyn Stille, Cindy’s mom, is adapting comfortably in her new Memory Care apartment. 

She is doing quite well and enjoys her new surroundings. 

- Reuben Ristrom, who suffered a serious stroke is much improved - and his speaking voice 

and attitude is remarkable.  

- Melissa Witry is home with a long recovery ahead of her. 

- Janice Peterson is home and recovering from her two recent lung surgeries. 

• Barbara Ford, Laura Feierabend’s aunt, who is in rehab after re-breaking her arm. 

• Marge Williams, recuperating at home.  
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 Neighbors in Need (NIN) Offering 

We will receive this offering on Sunday, October 3rd. 

The Neighbors in Need “Unfailing Love” offering is focused 

on supporting organizations and projects that are serving 

homeless and immigrant neighbors or communities. One-

third of NIN funds support the Council for American Indian 

Ministry (CAIM). Two-thirds of this offering is used by the 

UCC’s Justice and Witness Ministries (JWM) to provide 

funding grants to UCC churches and organizations leading 

justice initiatives, advocacy efforts, and direct service 

projects in their communities. 

In Prayer 

http://www.ucc.org/faq_what_is_caim
http://www.ucc.org/faq_what_is_caim


Intentional Interim Process - Small Group Meetings Beginning in October 

We have started the intentional interim process, with the ultimate goal of calling a new pastor 

by June of 2023. An important element in that process will be getting the input of our church 

family on a variety of topics so that the final decision on a new pastor will meet the 

expectations we all have. 

• If you haven’t filled out a survey, please do so as soon as possible. The Pastoral Relations 

Team has begun compiling the surveys results and will share that information soon. 

• Small group meetings will begin in October. You will be hearing from your group leaders 

with the time and location of your meeting.  

We welcome your input as valued members and friends of our church family and look forward 

to hearing from everyone. 

Gratefully, 

Your Pastoral Relations Team… Mark Brauer, Julie Guelich, Stacy Kehrwald, Barb & Tom 

Okonek, Evan Ramstad, Chris Solso, and Waid Whatley 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 

Caring Bridge Page for Val Orosz 
We received sad news that Val Orosz has entered in-home hospice care. Here is the link to her 

Caring Bridge page https://www.caringbridge.org/visit/valorosz/journal. Many of you may 

remember their family who attended Chapel Hills in the mid-1990s into 2000s. Val was known 

for her big personality in a small package. No visitors for now, but cards would be welcomed.  
 

Here’s their address: 8115 Tierneys Woods Rd, Bloomington, MN 55438 

Family:  Alex, Andrew & Chelsea Orosz, Sam and soon to be wife, Kelsey 
 
 

Looking Ahead 
September 19 In-Person Worship Service @ 10:15 a.m.  

September 22 Coffee Talk with Pastor Kristen – 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon 

 Choir Rehearsal - 7:30 p.m. 

September 26 In-Person Worship Service @ 10:15 a.m.  

September 29 Coffee Talk with Pastor Kristen – 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon 

 Choir Rehearsal - 7:30 p.m. 

October 3 In-Person Worship Service & Communion @ 10:15 a.m.  

 Neighbors in Need Offering 

 VEAP Food Shelf Sunday 

https://www.caringbridge.org/visit/valorosz/journal


Weekly Devotion from Pastor Kristen 

Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

―Romans 5:1 

We had a lively discussion last week at our Wednesday Coffee Hours. I invite you to join us! In that 

conversation we discussed the importance of Jesus in our belief system. I quickly realized that within that 

room—within even that small group—there were a wide range of beliefs and ideas. Part of our identity as the 

United Church of Christ is that yes, Christ is central to our beliefs. The United Church of Christ is a space where 

we should all feel free to discuss our doubts or questions, but when all is said and done that word, “Christ” is 

still in the name of our denomination and at the core of our identity. The following Statement of Faith is in the 

section, “Creeds, Affirmations of Faith” of our New Century Hymnal/book of worship. 

"United Church of Christ Statement of Faith in the Form of a Doxology" 

This version of the Statement of Faith was approved by the United Church of Christ Executive Council in 1981 

for use in connection with the twenty-fifth anniversary of the denomination. It expresses another path toward 

shaping the statement in more 'inclusive' language, this time changing most references to God to 'you’ and 

removing the line referring to creation. 

 

We believe in you, O God, Eternal Spirit, 

God of our Savior Jesus Christ and our God, 

     and to your deeds we testify: 

You call the worlds into being, 

     create persons in your own image, 

     and set before each one the ways  

     of life and death. 

You seek in holy love to save all people  

     from aimlessness and sin. 

You judge people and nations  

     by your righteous will  

     declared through prophets and apostles. 

In Jesus Christ, the man of Nazareth, our 

crucified and risen Savior, 

     you have come to us 

     and shared our common lot, 

     conquering sin and death 

     and reconciling the world to yourself. 

 

 

 

 

 

You bestow upon us your Holy Spirit, 

     creating and renewing  

     the church of Jesus Christ, 

     binding in covenant faithful people  

     of all ages, tongues, and races. 

You call us into your church 

     to accept the cost and joy of discipleship, 

     to be your servants in the service of others, 

     to proclaim the gospel to all the world 

     and resist the powers of evil, 

     to share in Christ's baptism  

     and eat at his table, 

     to join him in his passion and victory. 

You promise to all who trust you 

     forgiveness of sins and fullness of grace, 

     courage in the struggle for justice and peace, 

     your presence in trial and rejoicing, 

     and eternal life in your realm  

     which has no end. 

Blessing and honor, glory and power be unto 

you. Amen. 

 

PRAYER: God, help me to comprehend your grace that has come to me in Jesus Christ, to believe where I have 

doubts and to find your love in all of my life. AMEN. 
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“Courage for Community” 
 Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

 

American Indian Ministry Sunday/United Samoan Ministries Stewardship Sunday 

Esther’s story is hidden history for most modern United Church of Christ congregations. Readings from the 

Old Testament book that bears her name only appear once in the three-year cycle of the lectionary, which 

is the calendar of Bible readings used by many congregations to guide worship. And there are several 

readings to choose from each Sunday, so unless a congregation is very thoughtful and deliberate in 

choosing to share her story, you might not know anything about her. 

This is not so for our Jewish brothers and sisters in faith. Each year in the festival of Purim, her story is 

celebrated with joy and gratitude as one of the great heroes in the centuries-long battle against anti-

Semitism. 

Hidden histories are those stories from the past that have either been forgotten or deliberately suppressed 

as a way to center only one telling of history. On this day in the UCC, as we bring Esther out of hiding, we 

celebrate the voices of two significant groups whose stories have too often also been hidden.  

American Indian Ministry Sunday is an opportunity to hear the voices of our Native American siblings. 

According to caimucc.org, American Indian congregations “are an integral part of the life of the United 

Church of Christ. We maintain our Indian traditions by employing our Native values and cultures to witness 

in our communities through authentic and postcolonial Indian expressions of the Christian faith.” 

United Samoan Ministries Stewardship Sunday is a chance to recognize the UCC’s Samoan congregations. 

You can find their web presence on Facebook at /unitedsamoanministriesucc/, where they proclaim: We 

are the body of Christ, gathered and scattered in various states and cultural environments, proclaiming our 

faith in our Risen Lord Jesus Christ! The United Samoan Ministries of the UCC is established to provide a 

setting for members of Samoan congregations to gather for fellowship, spiritual nurturing, mutual support, 

and communications, and strengthen our faith in Jesus Christ. 

Learn about Esther, and then join these two organizations in keeping language alive and telling stories that 

reveal hidden histories.  

 


