
 

 

 

 

 

 

Chapel Hills Webpage   

Find, follow, and friend us on Facebook 

Online Giving: Click HERE 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Seminary Sunday 

 

Live & Online Worship Service via Zoom 

Sunday, February 28th - 10:15 a.m. 
 

Join us @ https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85370379661 

or by dialing 1-312-626-6799 and enter the Meeting ID: 853 7037 9661 # 

 

You can begin logging in/calling @ 10:05 a.m. for pre-service conversation. 
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February 28th is Seminary Sunday 

Chapel Hills is fortunate to have been offered a pre-recorded worship service  

designed & created by United Theological Seminary of the Twin Cities. This is a great 

opportunity to explore the importance of theological education in our community.  

Both Faculty and current students are taking part in the service. 
 
 

 

 

 

• Marilynn Krekelberg just finished 6 weeks of radiation (30 treatments). Prayers for 

continued healing are welcomed. 

• Prayers for Amanda Kerr, who is having health issues and is under treatment from her 

Doctors. 

• Doug and Meredith Allen ask prayers for their son-in-law, Chris, who has been hospitalized 

with Covid-19. Their daughter, Barb Fulton, and grandsons, Michael & Joshua also tested 

positive and are doing okay. They were exposed to the virus after attending the funeral of 

Chris’ father, who died of Covid. 

• Prayers for Laura Feierabend’s friend, Deb Larsen, who had open heart surgery and is 

recovering at home.  

• Anna Kerr has been temporarily placed in a Crisis Respite home. Cards of encouragement 

or just to say hello can be mailed to: Anna Kerr, 8941 Terrace Rd NE, Blaine, MN  55434 

• Essential Workers: Jon Braman, Nina Camilli, Swan Erickson-Gunther, Libby Fairchild, Ed 

Fowler, Tyler Hagebusch, Steve Krekelberg, Jeff Miller, Kevin Miller, Patrick Sickler, SkyAnne 

Sickler, Jack Stroessner, Jon Lundberg, Jill Guelich Garnier, Chris O’Neill 
 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

A Note From Mark Brauer… Please let us know when you have been fully vaccinated. 

As we work on plans to re-open Chapel Hills, please let Mark or Kristen know once you are 

fully vaccinated. Currently the church is not open for meetings or services. We are tracking 

progress on vaccinations as part of our planning to re-open the building.  

In Prayer 



 

Are you wondering why Bob & Chris  

abruptly left the Annual Meeting last Sunday? 

 
Thankfully, it had nothing to do with us! 

 
… Meet “Reggie” Huber-Solso  

who unsuspectingly chewed through  

their internet cable causing the  

 loss of their online connection. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Chapel Hills’ Cheering Squad 

waited outside Marilynn’s home to 

greet her and her daughter, Julie,  

as they arrived home after  

Marilynn’s last radiation treatment. 
 

It was our way of helping her  

celebrate in a Covid-World  

(gathering outdoors with masks… 

and pom-poms, of course!!) 

 March Birthdays 

 Laura Feierabend – 4th 

 Jeff Derby – 15th 

 Elizabeth Derby – 20th  

 Nikki Kopperud – 20th  

 Stacy Kehrwald – 21st  

 Cindy Stille – 21st  

 Barb Okonek – 25th  

 Andrea Erickson – 26th  

 Dorothy Lundberg – 27th  

 Lou Petersen – 28th (will be 101 Years-Old) 

 Marj Johnson – 30th  

Scan the QR Code  

with your phone to  

be directed to our 

online giving page. 



  
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

VEAP continues to be one of the organizations Chapel Hills supports through both our 

annual budget and special offering projects. Here are some quick facts that were shared 

at VEAPs annual meeting which was held last week. Look for more information soon on 

what we will be doing to support the annual March Food & Fund Drive! 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

One Great Hour of Sharing® is one of four special mission 

offerings of the United Church of Christ. This Lenten Offering 

supports the disaster, refugee, and development ministries of the 

United Church of Christ within Wider Church Ministries. We will 

receive this offering on Sunday, March 14th. 
 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
 

Journey Through Lent 
 

Many of us are wondering how we can observe Lent this year: many of feel that Lent 2020 

never ended, and after a year of restrictions and sacrifice we've had enough of "giving up." But 

Lent is also about giving to: works of love are an ancient spiritual practice during Lent. And so 

is prayer. Every weekday morning during Lent and Easter the ONA family will continue to offer 

a contemplative service of Taizé Morning Prayer at 9:00 and 11:00 a.m. (EST) in the Coalition's 

Zoom Chapel—Monday through Friday. We'll also gather at 10:00 p.m. (EST) every Sunday 

night for Compline—an ancient experience of prayer, silence, and song at the close of day. 

Each service is about 20 minutes and draws from ancient Christian practices of daily prayer, 

although in inclusive, non-binary language. Morning Prayer and Compline are sometimes 

posted on Facebook, but you can always join us on Zoom at zoom.us/j/5556624822.  

http://em.networkforgood.com/ls/click?upn=VAGGw4zHikj3d-2F5242H3ZtM7oTF28DeuCYPUxnHHaqgV3zqexMibV2mvN9QQQTwyQvuo_g-2BSqnP2myXYOi6POrzzu7OTDB5BfiQlQ6LHgm66wJLyOEj0eT9OAbCFYF30NNzT78ICnr8QN6jkrpDFl-2BZuTdF-2FFAayqtaiLmVdEQkb3NJMpzgd-2Fqg4tJGjPMegliIBKQfcOGFByoU96JubAWxFoZVKMzODkM6C7GfTqvA5BZQJ0-2FCJ-2B6aEgdTz6fLX4hpXTncV54jelY68At0-2FqEH-2BQHgDBPo5TDpCNskQoebOZkNxX9nXc-2FKHY6hXS-2BqnfqFAVSDE90bY9ghsLzDvqZ7OGMj6NKyLOi5Cnp9fbP6CRHhZoRk6gIVprMiB2e2uyN8qtzP2G4jKdCOssSLvSiqadf8bIAJVEn3ureqZFgQ7Tb7E-3D


Weekly Devotion from Pastor Kristen 

For God did not despise or abhor the affliction of the afflicted;  

and did not hide from me, but heard me when I cried for help. ―Psalm 22:24 

 

The affliction of over 500,000 people and their families—the millions of people who have suffered death and loss in 

this pandemic—seem to be forgotten. It may feel like God has not heard their cry. It may seem as though God has 

not noticed the afflicted. It may feel today as though God has not heard the cry of God’s people.  

This week as we pass the 500,000 death-toll, we may feel a need to pause and at least try to be mindful of what 

has happened. Half of a million is difficult for us to comprehend. It is more than the entire population of 

Minneapolis. These 500,000 people are no longer with us. If death is the enemy than we may find ourselves in a 

great deal of despair right now. If we believe that this is the best that will ever be—life as we know it—than these 

numbers become unbearable. It is easier to pretend it isn’t real, or dismiss it or despise the affliction. We can 

become the people who abhor the affliction of the afflicted when it becomes too much for us to take in. God, on 

the other hand, does not need to deny reality—not ever.   

Denial is a powerful coping mechanism that we use during the times in our lives when the facts are more than we 

can handle. Denial can look insane from the outside. When we see people pretending that things are not as they 

truly are, we may feel frustrated with their denial or what seems to be a purposeful move to put their head in the 

sand. But what if denial is also part of God’s way of taking care of us? What if denial is really the safe space that our 

minds discover until we can find the strength to accept life as it is—on life’s terms. We have all lived in that safe 

space of denial that preceded acceptance at some point--if even for a moment or a day. It is the human response 

to bad news. Our first reaction is to deny that is it so. When something is terrible and frightening and unbearable 

for us, we need to back up and give ourselves time to take it in. Sometimes we need to step all the way out of 

reality to get to a place where we can find new strength. Denial is sacred space. It is space that God gives us to find 

a new path in our understanding for what has happened in our lives. 

The first stage of all grief is denial. When a loved one dies the first thing that their spouse says is “no”. The first 

thing that the mother of a child who has died says is, “no”. The first thing that people say when their house burns 

down, or they lose their job, or their doctor tells them that they are dying is, “no”. It is the response of our own 

fear—the fear that we cannot live without someone or something or this world. The problem comes when we get 

stuck in that space. Living without faith and the hope of resurrection can keep us stuck in this denial space. Living 

with the belief that death is our enemy can leave us afflicted with the insanity of ongoing denial.   

But we are called out of that despair by a promise. We are led into hope again when we can light a candle in our 

soul that believes that what is next is better. It has been a long tradition in Christendom to light a candle for those 

who have died. Perhaps we have done this—remembered someone we love with a candle—a flame to recall that 

God has promised to carry us all out of the darkness of death and denial and into the light of resurrection; a light to 

remind us that Christ did not stay in the dark cave and that the darkness couldn’t keep him. 500,000 candles make 

a lot of light. This light of the hope of Christ and new life is the light that will lead us out of our denial, pain and 

fear. The light of this promise will assure us that God has never abandoned us and never will. 

PRAYER: God, remind me that you do not despise or abhor the affliction of the afflicted and that you will never hide 

from me, but always hear me when I cry for your help. AMEN. 



Faith Talks - Please Join Us… All Are Welcome! 

Join us Wednesdays at 12:00 noon via Zoom @ https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85370379661 

… or by dialing 1-312-626-6799 and enter the Meeting ID: 853 7037 9661 #. 
 

This will be a time to check in and support one another over the lunch hour. Pastor Kristen will 

present a faith topic for discussion each week. The hour will begin and end with prayer. 
 

  

Book Group 

Mark Your Calendar for our next virtual get together tentatively scheduled for Monday, March 

1st at 1:30 p.m. Books for discussion include I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings, by Maya 

Angelou, and Dakota: A Spiritual Geography by Kathleen Norris.  

 

 

Looking Ahead 
February 28 Worship Service Provided by UTS – Seminary Sunday – (10:15 a.m. via Zoom*) 

March 1 Book Group (1:30 p.m. via Zoom) 

March 3 Faith Talks with Pastor Kristen (12:00 to 1:00 p.m. via Zoom*) 

March 7 Worship Service & Communion (10:15 a.m. via Zoom*) 

March 10 Faith Talks with Pastor Kristen (12:00 to 1:00 p.m. via Zoom*) 

March 14 Worship Service (10:15 a.m. via Zoom*) 

 Receiving One Great Hour of Sharing Offering 

 Daylight Saving Time Begins 

March 17 Faith Talks with Pastor Kristen (12:00 to 1:00 p.m. via Zoom*) 

March 21 Worship Service (10:15 a.m. via Zoom*) 

March 24 Faith Talks with Pastor Kristen (12:00 to 1:00 p.m. via Zoom*) 

March 28 Palm Sunday Worship Service (10:15 a.m. via Zoom*) 

March 31 Faith Talks with Pastor Kristen (12:00 to 1:00 p.m. via Zoom*) 
 

 

 

 

*Zoom Info: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85370379661 or by dialing 1-312-626-6799 and 

enter  the Meeting ID: 853 7037 9661 # 

 

 

 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85370379661
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85370379661
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“Always Close” 
Second Sunday in Lent 

Seminary Sunday • Church Vocations Sunday 

Do you feel that you are called to ministry, but are unable due to time or finances to receive a 
traditional theological education? Take a look at the PATHWAYS program.  According to their website 
(https://www.pathwaystheological.org/), “PATHWAYS 

offers you a program for progressive theological engagement that values the past without being 
limited by it, moving intentionally into the present while looking boldly towards the future. We 
provide a welcoming online space to bring your questions, doubts, and desire to deepen your 
understanding...Whether you are on the path to authorized ministry, want to hone your current 
skills, or just want to explore your faith more deeply, we have a program for you. 

PATHWAYS welcomes students from a wide variety of denominational and faith backgrounds. 
PATHWAYS Theological Education, Inc., is a registered independent 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization. 
It began as a program of the Southeast Conference of the United Church of Christ (UCC). PATHWAYS 
continues to be affiliated with the Southeast Conference, works with UCC participants across the 
nation, and is a respected member of the Regional Theological Education Consortium. Participants 
also come to us from several other denominations and from non-denominational communities. 

PATHWAYS Theological Education, Inc. exists to offer a range of stimulating, accessible, and 
affordable online progressive Christian resources for church leaders, faith explorers, pastors, and 
those discerning various vocations and callings within and outside the church community. 

PATHWAYS staff members work with representatives from Conferences and Associations to support 
the educational needs of UCC Members in Discernment (MID) pursuing an alternative pathway to 
ministry. 

As part of the UCC’s vision for multiple pathways to authorization, the entire PATHWAYS program of 
thirty plus courses can be used as an alternative route to fulfill the academic requirements for 
becoming an authorized minister.”  

To find out if PATHWAYS might be right for you, visit pathwaystheological.org. 

 

https://www.pathwaystheological.org/

